
SITUATION REPORT NO. 5
INCIDENT NO. 95-34

DATE:  April 20, 1995       TIME:  1:00 p.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58504

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:  Spring Flooding (A more detailed account of the Devils
Lake area is being reported separately as Incident #95-04.)



2. DEATH AND INJURIES:  One death was reported in Cavalier County when an
elderly gentleman drove around a barricade southwest of Langdon.  Two people were



injured when the vehicle they were in hit a washed out section of road.



3. DAMAGE:  Twenty-seven counties and one Indian reservation have reported spring
flood damages.  They are Barnes, Benson, Bottineau, Burleigh, Dickey, Eddy,
Emmons, Foster, Grand Forks, Griggs, Kidder, Logan, McHenry, McLean, Nelson,
Pembina, Ramsey, Ransom, Richland, Rolette, Sargent, Sheridan, Steele, Stutsman,
Towner, Walsh, Wells, and Devils Lake Sioux Indian Reservation.



The Omaha District Corps of Engineers has increased the releases from the
Jamestown Dam in Stutsman County to 900 cfs.  These releases are within the



capacity of the channels through the city of Jamestown.  The city of Jamestown flood
operations plan has been activated to assure that internal drainage is pumped back
into the channel in that some storm sewers are inoperable.



A meeting was held with the city officials, Corps, and state emergency management
personnel to review the Jamestown Reservoir operating plans.  It is anticipated that



the existing flows will continue through May 15, 1995.  The increase of these releases
will impact interests along the James River in LaMoure and Dickey Counties prior to
entering the state of South Dakota.



Since the last reporting period, the Wintering River in McHenry County has crested
which has caused overland flooding and major debris problems in this county along



the channel.



The contribution from the Wintering River, in addition to the flow along the Mouse
River, has caused overland flooding damages to bridges and roads in Bottineau
County.  Bottineau County has declared an emergency as of April 4, 1995.



In Griggs and Steele Counties, the spring thaw on already saturated lands from the
fall rains is causing major problems to their county transportation system.  Locations



are reported where roads are becoming saturated from the trapped water that is up
on the road beds.  A major effort is being made to drain trapped water by local
interests.









The Pembina River in northeast North Dakota continues above flood stage.  The
flood stage at Neche is 18 feet and was at 21.33 on the afternoon of April 19.  A crest
of 22 feet is expected by the 22nd of April.  Because of this rise in water, County 12
through Leroy has approximately six inches of water on it.  Overland flooding of a
large area of agricultural lands is effected.  Pembina County declared an emergency
on April 20, 1995.



A meeting was held on the Devils Lake Sioux Indian Reservation on April 12, 1995
to discuss assistance and individual actions that can be taken to combat effects from
the high lake levels.



The water level on Devils Lake is 1433.0 msl as of April 20, 1995.



4. RESOURCES COMMITTED:*



LOCAL:  No change from previous reports.



STATE:  No change from previous reports.



FEDERAL:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has completed the task of reinforcing
the banks of the Minnewaukan sewage lagoon.



5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS:  No change from previous reports.



6. MAJOR ACTIONS:  The Governor conducted a public meeting to review flood issues
in Devils Lake on April 18.  He issued an Executive Order and a Proclamation of an
emergency for the State of North Dakota effective April 18, 1995.



The Division of Emergency Management is working with local governments
conducting an initial damage assessment.  This initial assessment needs to be
performed prior to FEMA coming in to conduct a preliminary damage assessment. 



On April 11, the State briefed Corp of Engineer personnel from Minneapolis,
Chicago, and Washington D.C. who were here to visit the Minnewaukan lagoon
project.



McHenry County obtained a pump from the Corp of Engineers in Minot to pump
areas of Addie Township.



7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED:  The Division of Emergency Management has requested
assistance from FEMA in doing a preliminary damage assessment to begin on April
24, 1995.



8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.



9. OTHER INFORMATION:  Parts of the state received rain and/or snow on April 18. 
Areas were again receiving rain on April 20.



Based on current conditions, including the volume of water en route through the
upper chain of lakes, Water Commission staff expect Devils Lake to rise to at least an
elevation of 1434 msl.  With above normal precipitation during the next sixty days,



they feel Devils Lake could rise to an elevation of 1435 msl.  Lake crests are expected
in June.



Signed__________________________________



  Douglas C. Friez

  State Director


